[The placement of young children on medical advice. Psychological and social aspects (author's transl)].
The various aspects of the placement of young children on medical indications are considered on the basis of a pediatric and psychiatric study carried out in the Indre et Loire French department. The aim of the study is not to criticize the personnel in charge of the placements or the quality of the institutions, but to show how a generally satisfactory practice may also entail unrecognized risks. At present, placements solely for medical indications are unusual, and the reasons for such placements are largely psychological and/or social. Supervision of placement decision should be entrusted to competent services, and all decisions should be taken according to the best interest of the children.